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News Release

 
OE AUTOMOTIVE SEMICONDUCTOR MARKET GREW TWELVE PERCENT IN 2012; 
RENESAS ELECTRONICS WAS THE LEADING VENDOR 
 
London, England; March 11, 2013; According to the latest analysis by Semicast Research, 
Renesas Electronics was again the leading vendor of semiconductors to the OE automotive 
sector in 2012, ahead of Infineon Technologies. STMicroelectronics retained its position as 
third largest supplier, with Freescale fourth and NXP fifth. Semicast calculates that revenues 
for OE automotive semiconductors grew by twelve percent to USD 25.5 billion in 2012, while 
the total semiconductor industry is judged to have declined by almost three percent to USD 
292 billion. 
 
Semicast’s OE automotive semiconductor vendor share analysis ranks Renesas Electronics as the 
leading supplier in 2012, with an estimated market share of 13.3%. Renesas continues to hold a 
substantial lead over the second placed supplier, Infineon Technologies, which in 2012 had an 
estimated market share of 8.3%. STMicroelectronics is judged to have been the third largest 
supplier last year with a market share of 7.4%, ahead of Freescale on 6.6% and NXP on 6.0%. 
Colin Barnden, Principal Analyst at Semicast Research and study author, commented “The list of 
vendors making up the top five positions to the OE automotive semiconductor market has remained 
unchanged since 2006, despite the dramatic rises and falls in the market over this period”. 
  
Currency movements are likely to have a substantial impact on market shares in 2013, particularly 
for Renesas which reports in yen. Newly elected Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has 
announced plans to depreciate the yen in the short term, to stimulate the Japanese economy and 
raise domestic inflation to a target of two percent. The progress of this policy can already be seen, 
with the US dollar/yen exchange rate weakening to 94 yen in early March, from 80 yen before 
Abe’s election in December 2012, a fall approaching twenty percent. Barnden summed up “The 
yen has not traded below 100 since March 2009, reflecting its status as a safe haven currency, but 
this level looks certain to be breached in the months ahead”. 
 
 
 
 
 



OE AUTOMOTIVE SEMICONDUCTOR MARKET GREW TWELVE PERCENT IN 2012; 
RENESAS ELECTRONICS WAS THE LEADING VENDOR 

Page 2 of 2 
 
2012 OE Automotive Semiconductor Vendor Share Ranking 
Renesas Electronics 13.3% 
Infineon Technologies 8.3% 
STMicroelectronics 7.4% 
Freescale Semiconductor 6.6% 
NXP Semiconductor 6.0% 
Top 5 Total 41.6% 
Others 58.4% 
Source: Semicast Research 
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Notes for Editors 
 

1. Semicast has a strategic focus on the automotive sector and provides on-going research 
services to the global industry. Its Automotive Electronics & Entertainment Systems 
Service has been developed specifically to aid automakers, Tier 1 vendors and 
semiconductor suppliers to understand on-going trends for automotive “under-the-hood” 
electronics and entertainment systems in light vehicles and to rationalize that demand to 
long term forecasts for system volumes, electronics value and semiconductor TAM. 

 
2. Semicast is always willing to work with journalists to provide quotations, opinions and 

market information for articles. If you require further information, please contact us at 
press[at]semicast.net 

 
3. Semicast is a respected provider of independent market research on the semiconductor and 

electronics industry. It specializes in coverage of industrial and medical semiconductors, 
automotive electronics, telematics/infotainment, automotive semiconductors and embedded 
processing. 


